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Mapping Our World

Where in the World

1. What do you notice about the map in the video?
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

2. What kind of map is the one in the video? How can you tell?
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

3. If the Earth is round, why do we use flat maps to help us find landforms and 
bodies of water?
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
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Mapping Our World
Explore 1

Washington  vs.  Tennessee

Look at the map of Washington and Tennessee and fill in the venn diagram.

                            Washington                              Tennessee

2. How  are  the  maps  alike?  

1. How  are  the  maps  different?  



Mapping Our World
Explore 1

Compare the Washington State Map to the Tennessee State Map. Answer the 
questions.

Reference Map
Tennessee State
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https://acceleratelearning.mediavalet.com/browse/assets/77e0717e-c583-41a1-9a0f-25dde55fa8dc/basic-information?count=200&offset=0&sort=record.createdAt%20D#:~:text=77e0717e%2Dc583%2D41a1%2D9a0f%2D25dde55fa8dc


Mapping Our World
Explore 1

Compare the Washington State Map to the Tennessee State Map. Answer the 
questions.

Reference Map
Washington State
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https://acceleratelearning.mediavalet.com/browse/assets/10bdb85a-7f23-4d3b-b7a1-821a0121bd71/basic-information?count=200&offset=0&sort=record.createdAt%20D#:~:text=10bdb85a%2D7f23%2D4d3b%2Db7a1%2D821a0121bd71
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Mapping Our World
Explore 1

Washington vs. Tennessee
Claim-Evidence-Reasoning

Think like a scientist and write a scientific explanation 
that  describes how  maps teach us about an area.

Claim

Evidence

2 1 0

Claim Answers  the  quest
ion   

and  is  accurately   
based  on  data.

Answers  the   
question,  but   

answer  is   
inaccurately   

based  on  data.

Makes  no  claim,  or 
  

does  not  answer  th
e   question.

Evidence Cites  at  least  t
wo   valid  pieces  of   
evidence  based 

 on   data.  

Cites   
inaccurate   

data  from  data 
  table.

Cites  changes,  but   
does  not  use  dat
a   
from  data  table.

Washington has mountains, lakes, rives, and a coastline shown on the map. I know it is next to an ocean. Tennessee has mountains, lakes, and rivers. It is a land-locked state.
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Design Plan
Student Journal

 
 
 

A homebuilder has decided to build a large, new neighborhood in an undeveloped 
area. They want the homeowners to be able to enjoy the beauty of the land and 
water. They have contacted your company to build a model of the area so 
homebuyers can choose exactly where they want their homes to be built. 
Construct a model of an area near the ocean with a small lake nearby. A river 
flows from the lake, through the valley, and between hills. The river meets the 
ocean and forms a delta. A portion of the land is also a flat plain.
 
Brainstorm your design idea here. 

Mapping Our World
Explore 2 
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Landform Cards

Mapping Our World
Explore 2

Hill Valley River

 
 

Lake

 
 

Delta

 
 

Ocean

 
 
 

Mountains

 
 

Plains

 
 

https://acceleratelearning.mediavalet.com/browse/assets/14e96f54-55d3-40f1-8362-6ecad214c2e1/basic-information?count=200&offset=200&filters=((FileExtension%20EQ%20%27JPEG%27%20OR%20FileExtension%20EQ%20%27JPG%27))&sort=record.createdAt%20D#:~:text=14e96f54%2D55d3%2D40f1%2D8362%2D6ecad214c2e1
https://acceleratelearning.mediavalet.com/browse/assets/17e40c9d-bff1-4c60-bbd0-2936733e3a07/basic-information?count=200&offset=200&sort=record.createdAt%20D#:~:text=17e40c9d%2Dbff1%2D4c60%2Dbbd0%2D2936733e3a07
https://acceleratelearning.mediavalet.com/browse/assets/10e9e139-e9cc-4c11-8f64-038131e81ad9/basic-information?count=200&offset=400&filters=((FileExtension%20EQ%20%27JPEG%27%20OR%20FileExtension%20EQ%20%27JPG%27))&sort=record.createdAt%20D#:~:text=10e9e139%2De9cc%2D4c11%2D8f64%2D038131e81ad9
https://acceleratelearning.mediavalet.com/browse/assets/10964842-bf86-45ea-a297-1a16985e0848/basic-information?count=200&offset=400&filters=((FileExtension%20EQ%20%27JPEG%27%20OR%20FileExtension%20EQ%20%27JPG%27))&sort=record.createdAt%20D#:~:text=10964842%2Dbf86%2D45ea%2Da297%2D1a16985e0848
https://acceleratelearning.mediavalet.com/browse/assets/163a382d-8b79-4ab5-8a6b-6f914e873c36/basic-information?count=200&offset=0&filters=((FileExtension%20EQ%20%27JPEG%27%20OR%20FileExtension%20EQ%20%27JPG%27))&sort=record.createdAt%20D#:~:text=163a382d%2D8b79%2D4ab5%2D8a6b%2D6f914e873c36
https://acceleratelearning.mediavalet.com/browse/assets/793a25ca-3fc6-4d94-a2dd-cb492435695f/basic-information?count=200&offset=200&filters=((FileExtension%20EQ%20%27JPEG%27%20OR%20FileExtension%20EQ%20%27JPG%27))&sort=record.createdAt%20D#:~:text=793a25ca%2D3fc6%2D4d94%2Da2dd%2Dcb492435695f
https://acceleratelearning.mediavalet.com/browse/assets/ed7fe015-4a63-4511-8a1c-2e233fb43866/basic-information?count=200&offset=0&filters=((FileExtension%20EQ%20%27JPEG%27%20OR%20FileExtension%20EQ%20%27JPG%27))&sort=record.createdAt%20D#:~:text=ed7fe015%2D4a63%2D4511%2D8a1c%2D2e233fb43866
https://acceleratelearning.mediavalet.com/browse/assets/938ba76d-eb03-4a4b-a7c6-6d4d6c0cc2cf/basic-information?count=200&offset=0&filters=((FileExtension%20EQ%20%27JPEG%27%20OR%20FileExtension%20EQ%20%27JPG%27))&sort=record.createdAt%20D#:~:text=938ba76d%2Deb03%2D4a4b%2Da7c6%2D6d4d6c0cc2cf
https://acceleratelearning.mediavalet.com/browse/assets/7eb168ba-1b2d-417e-93aa-fa648d8ed906/basic-information?count=200&offset=0&sort=record.createdAt%20D#:~:text=7eb168ba%2D1b2d%2D417e%2D93aa%2Dfa648d8ed906
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Category 2 1 0

Content Includes adequate 
detail.
Scientific concepts fully 
addressed. 
All constraints met.

Includes some detail. 
Scientific concepts 
partially addressed. Only 
some constraints met.

Includes little to no 
detail.
Scientific concepts not 
addressed. 
Constraints unmet. 

Organization Project is well- 
organized. 
Scientific vocabulary is 
used correctly.

Project is somewhat 
organized. 
Some scientific 
vocabulary is used 
correctly.

Project is unorganized.
No scientific vocabulary 
is used, or vocabulary is 
used incorrectly.

Presentation Final product has a neat 
appearance with 
detailed illustrations.
Student can easily 
discuss project findings. 

Product is clearly 
presented with at least 
one illustration and 
student can talk about 
project findings.

Product is not neatly 
presented and lacks 
illustrations. Student 
requires prompting to 
discuss findings.

Real Estate Model
Teacher Rubric with Sample Student Responses

Mapping Our World
Explore 2



Mapping Our World

Have you ever wanted to go somewhere but did not know how to get there? How did
you find the answers?

Maps show us where things are in the world. If you wanted to look up what state the
Grand Canyon is in, you could find it on a map. A map also shows us the different
shapes and kinds of land and water in an area.

Using a map, we can find landforms such as mountains, rivers, and canyons. What
makes them so special, and why are they on a map?

They are different kinds of landforms. What other kinds of landforms can you think
of? How could you identify them on a map?

What is a landform?

A landform is a natural structure on Earth’s surface. Most landforms are formed
slowly over millions of years. They form Earth’s geography, or physical features.
Landforms are made of rocks, soil, sand, or water.

Scientists who study geography are called geographers.

Landforms are always changing, but maps do not change as often. Why is this?

Most changes happen so slowly that you would never notice them without special
tools. Scientists use these tools to make very precise measurements over long
periods of time.
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https://acceleratelearning.mediavalet.com/browse/assets/6df09a18-77c2-4608-9f50-d4ee97e2e6c4/full-screen?count=25&offset=25&sort=record.createdAt%20D
https://acceleratelearning.mediavalet.com/browse/assets/8ea35401-058a-43f8-9377-c62fe853ac7e/full-screen?count=25&offset=0&sort=record.createdAt%20D


Mapping Our World
What are some different types of landforms?
Landforms come in different shapes and sizes. Four common landforms are
mountains, hills, valleys, plains, and deserts. You can use certain characteristics to
identify each type.

● Mountains are large landforms made of rocks that are steep (rise quickly) and
have a point at the top. Some mountains are so tall that the tops are covered
in snow all year—even during the summer!

● Hills are landforms that are similar to mountains. Hills are not peaked on top.
Instead, hills have soft, rounded tops. They are made of grass, dirt, and rocks.
Hills are not as tall as mountains.

● Valleys and canyons are low areas between two mountains or hills. A valley or
canyon can be large or small, depending on how far apart the mountains or
hills are. Both are usually carved out of rock.

● Plains are the flattest landforms and can be very large. The Great Plains of the
United States stretch across much of the center of the country. They contain
rich soil, which can be farmed.

● Deserts are landforms that receive very little rainfall. Many deserts in the
United States are in the western part of the country. They can be made of
sand or rocks and grow plants that don’t need much water like brush and cacti.
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https://acceleratelearning.mediavalet.com/browse/assets/84f08c2b-7bb6-419c-9255-5b9f09762fcc/full-screen?count=25&offset=0&sort=record.createdAt%20D
https://acceleratelearning.mediavalet.com/browse/assets/14e96f54-55d3-40f1-8362-6ecad214c2e1/full-screen?count=25&offset=50&sort=record.createdAt%20D
https://acceleratelearning.mediavalet.com/browse/assets/208094be-9bc5-43fa-b187-827e1e62dd46/full-screen?count=25&offset=0&sort=record.createdAt%20D
https://acceleratelearning.mediavalet.com/browse/assets/938ba76d-eb03-4a4b-a7c6-6d4d6c0cc2cf/full-screen?count=25&offset=50&sort=record.createdAt%20D
https://acceleratelearning.mediavalet.com/browse/assets/108cd34b-8dce-45c6-a133-dab48c0cf8f8/full-screen?count=25&offset=25&sort=record.createdAt%20D


Mapping Our World

What are the different bodies of water?
In addition to landforms, Earth is covered with different bodies of water that come in
different shapes and sizes. Oceans, lakes, rivers, streams, and ponds are a few
examples. You can use certain characteristics to identify each type.

● Oceans are large bodies of water. You cannot usually see land on the other
side of an ocean because of its size. Oceans contain salt water.

● Lakes are smaller than oceans. They can be large or small. Most lakes hold
fresh water, but some lakes have salt water in them. All lakes are surrounded
by land on all sides.

● Rivers are flowing water. They are freshwater bodies of water. Rivers often
form valleys or canyons. As water runs through valleys or canyons, they can
become wider or deeper over time.

● Streams are similar to rivers, but they are much smaller in size. Since some
streams are not very deep, they may dry up after long periods without rain.

● Ponds are similar to lakes, but they are much smaller in size. Since some
ponds are shallow, they may dry up if there is no rain for a long time.
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https://acceleratelearning.mediavalet.com/browse/assets/90595b57-279a-4361-b75e-395b69991039/full-screen?count=25&offset=0&sort=record.createdAt%20D
https://acceleratelearning.mediavalet.com/browse/assets/9ab31cf9-9ef4-43aa-bf56-ad29b0c41674/full-screen?count=25&offset=0&sort=record.createdAt%20D
https://acceleratelearning.mediavalet.com/browse/assets/39a2a799-d4a4-46ce-9e29-362d68df9fc3/full-screen?count=25&offset=0&sort=record.createdAt%20D
https://acceleratelearning.mediavalet.com/browse/assets/6395ba55-2e97-49f7-85db-65c8a83308e7/full-screen?count=25&offset=125&sort=record.createdAt%20D
https://acceleratelearning.mediavalet.com/browse/assets/f8b8918b-1439-4d3c-9a90-5bb6cc2fb3a7/full-screen?count=25&offset=25&sort=record.createdAt%20D


Mapping Our World

How can we represent landforms and bodies of water?
Some common ways to show information about landforms and bodies of water are
maps, globes, and other models.

Many famous explorers used maps to draw what they found in a new area. They
used many details, such as landforms and bodies of water, to make sure they could
come back to that place again. Others used maps to write down information they
learned from space exploration.

There are different kinds of maps that are used for different things.
● Physical Maps: A physical map is used to show where different landforms

and bodies of water are located. Physical maps are colored to show where
mountain ranges are, and they look like they are popping up off the page.
They are very useful for geographers who want to study landforms and bodies
of water.

● Aerial Maps: An aerial map shows what something looks like from above.
They can be images from a satellite or drawings done by hand. The aerial map
below was created using a computer program. Can you tell where the
mountains are? What other landforms do you see?

● Topographic Maps: This type of map uses lines to show the different heights
of hills and mountains. They also show how deep a valley, ocean, or river is in
an area. Many hikers and travelers rely on these maps for information.
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https://acceleratelearning.mediavalet.com/browse/assets/6c642be2-ca46-40f4-8c54-1e7d0a560a7e/full-screen?count=200&offset=0&sort=record.createdAt%20D


Mapping Our World

Globes allow people to see what the entire world looks like. Many globes include
each of the continents in one color and the water in another color. Some globes also
have raised markings to show different landforms, such as mountains or hills. They
are shaped like a sphere to allow us to look at the world on a smaller scale.
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https://acceleratelearning.mediavalet.com/browse/assets/bd3cab00-1b5c-4b02-87b5-27eea44293d2/full-screen?count=25&offset=225&sort=record.createdAt%20D


Mapping Our World

Naming Landforms

Take a trip with your child to a local national park. If you do not live near one, find
another scenic area where there are at least two landforms of the types studied in
this lesson, such as hills and valleys. Be sure to bring along a notebook and crayons
or colored pencils.

Make sure to ask the park rangers for a map of the park. Review the map with your
child, noting places where the specific features of the area are named for landforms
(such as the Great Smoky Mountains). Discuss with your child how place names can
give information about the types of landforms in an area.

While at the park, ask your child to identify the types of landforms you both observe,
including bodies of water. After identifying each type of landform, ask your child to
create a drawing of the landforms and the bodies of water in the notebook. Be sure
to label the drawing as a mountain, hill, valley, plain, desert, lake, pond, stream,
river, or ocean. You may wish to ask questions, such as the following:

● How do you know that landform is a hill and not a mountain? (How do you
know that landform is a mountain and not a hill?)

● (If you are in a valley) What is the shape of the valley? Do you see a river? Do
you think a river or a glacier was the main shaper of this valley?
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Mapping Our World
Pre-Reading Activity

Compare and Contrast
Look at the maps. Use the Venn diagram to compare and contrast the maps. Write the words in the correct spot.

Map A

https://acceleratelearning.mediavalet.com/browse/assets/95e0b78a-cd87-4c52-ad07-7e72446f5bef/full-screen?count=25&offset=75&sort=record.createdAt%20D
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Mapping Our World
Pre-Reading Activity

Map B

https://acceleratelearning.mediavalet.com/browse/assets/37e1a6ef-7161-4cfd-8862-b3ab9cd1c638/full-screen?count=25&offset=25&sort=record.createdAt%20D&pageIndex=1
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Mapping Our World
Pre-Reading Activity

https://acceleratelearning.mediavalet.com/browse/assets/87dcd8a5-95b2-477b-ad49-92170bf1c06c/basic-information?count=200&offset=0&sort=record.createdAt%20D#:~:text=87dcd8a5%2D95b2%2D477b%2Dad49%2D92170bf1c06c
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Energy from the Sun
Post-Reading Activity

The Sun

Mapping Our World
During-Reading Activity

1

Landforms and Bodies of Water
While you read: In this text, the author describes different types of landforms and 
bodies of water on Earth. Write a description of each landform or body of water, and 
draw a picture to illustrate each.

Landform Description Illustration Idea for Symbol 
for Map

Mountains

Hills

Deserts

Valleys

Plains



2 1

Body of 
Water Description Illustration Idea for Symbol 

for Map

Oceans

Lakes

Rivers

Streams

Ponds

Mapping Our World
During-Reading Activity



1

After you read: Congratulations! You have just discovered a new island in the 
Pacific Ocean. Now you have to name it and map it. Draw a picture of your new 
island below. Include color and at least four symbols to show the different landforms 
on your island. In the map key, draw the symbols you are using, and name the 
landforms they symbolize. 

Mapping Our World
Post-Reading Activity

Map a New Island

Island Name:

Map Key
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